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In the Name of “Austronesian”
A Case Study of Identity Politics and Insular Imagiation on

Taiwan Indigenous Literature

CHEN Chih Fan

National Tsing Hua University

ABSTRACT

This paper aims to trace the discourses, academic and political, regarding the
relationship between Taiwan and Austronesian peoples since the 1990s, and examine
related reflections on the discourses of Austronesian cultures with Taiwan, especially
demonstrated in the field of Taiwan indigenous literature. Within the context of
Taiwanese nationalist movements and Taiwan indigenous social movements in the
1980s and 1990s, the concept of Austronesian cultures is often utilized by political
strategies and cultural narratives as binary classification with the meaning of
“Chinese descendant”; and this approach is concerned with an opposing relation
between indigenous people and Han people, as well as Taiwan and China. Compared
with this kind of binary opposition, indigenous writers such as Sun Dachuan and
Syaman Rapongan have sought to promote a relatively interactive perspective. Such
an interaction-led viewpoint is related to two aspects: 1) the historical-theoretical
reflection with the roots of ethnicity and language; 2) the individual-empirical
interaction with temporary contexts. Accordingly, this paper would suggest that the
polyphonic quality within Taiwan indigenous literature reveals not only subjective
differences between Austronesian peoples, but also the development of ethnic
politics and national governance in Taiwan for enriching Austronesian discourses
since the 1990s.

KEYWORDS: Austronesian, Austronesian cultures, Taiwan indigenous
literature, identity, islands discourse



