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How Did Aesthetic Paradigms in Taiwanese Dance Shuft?
A Case Study Regarding the Cloud Gate Dance Theater
i the 1970s

HSU Wei-Ying
National Chin-Yi University of Technology

ABSTRACT

The 1970s was a pivotal era which saw significant cultural changes in post-war
Taiwan, particularly in the realm of dance. This study focuses on Cloud Gate Dance
Theatre to understand the paradigm shift in the dance field during this specific
historical period. The study explores the relationships between this shift and
American-sponsored cultural ideology during the Cold War, as well as Taiwan’s
diplomatic challenges. Drawing inspiration from Pierre Bourdieu’s sociology of art,
the research focuses on the integration of American modern dance in Cloud Gate
Dance Theatre’s productions. This integration served to differentiate existing dance
institutions and styles in Taiwan, and ultimately established a new artistic paradigm.
Unlike Bourdieu’s notion that the relative autonomy of art must be “art for art’s
sake,” Cloud Gate Dance Theatre achieved relative autonomy in dance due to
Taiwan’s unique political situation and diplomatic challenges. This led to art
becoming a source of pride and identity within Taiwanese society and facilitated its
relative autonomy. In the 1970s, Taiwan experienced significant setbacks in
diplomacy, yet there was an increasing sense of national consciousness. In this
context, the pursuit of high art with national characteristics to rival Europe and the
United States came to symbolize cultural literacy and self-confidence for Taiwanese
people. Paradoxically, the relative autonomy of the dance field in Taiwan emerged as
a result. However, within the broader international power structure, Cloud Gate
Dance Theatre’s efforts to strengthen the relative autonomy of dance were closely
tied to the limitations imposed by Taiwan’s international political situation.

KEYWORDS: Cloud Gate Dance Theater, distinction, field, paradigm shift,
relative autonomy



