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Women’s Bodies and (Im-)mobility
Migrant Workers’ Lust and Sex Politics in 7ea Land and Merah

HSIEH Hsin-Chin

National Taiwan University

ABSTRACT

This paper aims to evaluate the relation between transnational migrants and sex
politics by particularly focusing on two contemporary Taiwanese short films—Tseng
Ying-Ting’s Tea Land (2018) and Liu Chun-Yu’s Merah (2020), to elicit how they
portray migrant workers’ lust and bodily autonomy in Taiwanese media. Both the
films address sexual expression and related issues, which is rarely explored in
existing films on migrants. Tea Land portrays a group of undocumented migrant
workers from Thailand and Vietnam who struggle with their desires for sex and
money, and the decision between staying in and leaving Taiwan while living in a
mountain hut. Furthermore, Merah, adapted from a literary work that won the Taiwan
Literature Awards for Migrants, describes an unusual intimate relationship between
an Indonesian domestic worker and her employer, leading to an unintended
pregnancy and eventually an abortion. Both films adopt distinct narrative strategies
to examine the dynamics between employers and migrant workers, and reflect upon
various issues, including class, gender, ethnicity, and nationality. Therefore, it can be
concluded that the filmic representations of migrant workers are issue-oriented that
unpack multi-layered forces driven on migrant workers” bodies and emotions, and
the complexity of sex politics. Additionally, it pays attention to the double dialectic
thinking about body autonomy and stigmatization of migrant workers’ lust.

KEYWORDS: migrant worker, body, lust, emotion, sex politics



