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Research on the Interpretation of Lunyu in Vietnam
i the First Half of the Twentieth Century
Focused on Phan Boi Chau’s Excerpts and Interpretations of
Lunyu

NGUYEN Tho-Duc, NGUYEN Anh-Tuan

Vietnam National University, Hanoi

ABSTRACT

As an important Confucian classic that truly reflects Confucius’ thought, Lunyu
has been highly appraised and widely interpreted by East Asian confucians for
thousands of years. Particularly, in Vietnam in the first half of the twentieth century,
despite the decline of Confucianism, there were still published eleven works
interpretating Lunyu in three different ways. By researching these works, this paper
points out their characteristics, of which the most important is the change in written
language and purpose of theirs in comparison with those written before the twentieth
century. In addition, this paper also conducts an in-depth discussion on Phan Boi
Chau’s Excerpts and Interpretations of Lunyu, the most representative of these works,
and points out its outstanding research results and significance.

KEYWORDS: Interpretation of Lunyu, Vietnamese Confucianism, Excerpts
and Interpretations of Lunyu, Phan Boi Chau, the first half of
the twentieth century



