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On Guo Xiang’s “Zisheng” and “Duhua”
Based on “Tao” as the Source of “Wu”

SHIAU Yu-Min
National Chengchi University

ABSTRACT

Guo Xiang’s “zisheng” and “duhua” are important concepts in Wei-Jin
metaphysics. Although it is often understood that Guo Xiang denied the existence of
an originary source that created all things, there have been some scholars who have
interpreted Guo Xiang from the perspective of the “Tao” as the ontological basis of
all things. This article will analyze Guo Xiang’s writings from the perspective of
“Tao” and “Wu” (things), placing an important emphasis on close, direct textual
analysis of Guo’s writings. It will do so in order to clarify the concepts of “zisheng
(self-creation)” and “duhua (independent transformation)” in Guo’s writings,
examining the complexities and characteristics of these concepts. It will argue that
this framework provides a reasonable and affective understanding of Guo Xiang’s
work, providing more evidence for the view that Guo Xiang’s work can be
understood from the perspective of the “Tao” as ontological basis of all things. The
concepts of “zisheng” and “duhua” have a number of important dimensions. First,
from the perspective of the “Tao” as the ontological basis of all things, though one
without material form, there is no single “thing” that is the creator of all things.
Second, “Tao” and “Things” represent two different levels of meaning. “Tao” has no
direct, causal influence on “things,” and as such “things” seem indeed to have no
originary basis. Third, the origin of “things” is found in the “Tao,” they do not find
their origins in any other “thing” in the realm of things, that is to say they are not
controlled by any single “other thing.” This article also argues that “zisheng” and
“duhua” are concepts that, within this theoretical framework, emerge simultaneously,
doing so from a focus on the realm of “You,” connected to an understanding of the
notion of “Wudai.” This article thus presents a unique perspective on Guo Xiang,
Zhuangzi studies, and Wei-Jin metaphysics, opening up a new dimension of
understanding in this field of study.

KEYWORDS: Guo Xiang, zisheng, duhua, Tao, Wu, Wei-Jin metaphysics



