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An Analysis of the Identity of Jia-Jun in the Zuo-Zhuan

HUANG Sheng-Sung
National Cheng Kung University

ABSTRACT

This article analyzes the identity of Jia-Jun in the fifteenth year of Duke Xi of
Lu. Du-Yu identified her as a secondary consort of Duke Xian of Jin, while the
Eastern Han scholar Tang-Gu initially proposed that she was the consort of Shen-
sheng. This study examines Jia-Jun’s title, the usage of the terms “zheng,” ( %)
“bao,” (48 ) “yin,” (%) and “tong” (3L ) in Zuo-Zhuan, as well as Duke Hui of
Jin’s reburial of Crown Prince Shen-sheng, to demonstrate that Du-Yu’s
interpretation is correct. In Zuo-Zhuan, women addressed as “Jun” (% ) fall into two
categories: (1) principal wives of feudal lords or mothers of feudal lords, and (2)
concubines honored as legitimate mothers due to their sons’ status. Mu-Ji referred to
Jia-Jun in this way because Jia-Jun was a secondary consort of Duke Xian of Jin,
signifying her esteemed status and acknowledging her role as the legitimate mother
of both Mu-Ji and Duke Hui of Jin. Furthermore, in Zuo-Zhuan, the term “zheng”
(%) denotes sexual relations between a son and a mother figure, whereas “tong”
(i ) is used for relations between a man and his wife or concubine. If Jia-Jun had
been the consort of Shen-Sheng, Zuo-Zhuan would have described Duke Hui of Jin’s
actions using “tong” rather than “zheng.” Since Zuo-Zhuan records that Duke Hui of
Jin “zheng”-ed Jia-Jun, this confirms that she was a secondary consort of Duke Xian
of Jin. Once again, in the tenth year of Duke Xi of Lu in the Zuo-Zhuan, the ghost of
Shen-Sheng says, “Yi-wu was disrespectful.” This accusation arises from the fact
that Duke Hui of Jin bestowed the posthumous title Gong ( % ) upon Shen-Sheng.
According to the Yi-Zhou-Shu, “One who corrects his mistakes is called Gong ( 4]’* ).
Duke Hui of Jin exploited this principle to frame Shen-Sheng, insinuating that he had
harbored intentions of murdering Duke Xian of Jin and had committed suicide as a
means of atonement. The phrase “Yi-wu was disrespectful” does not refer to Duke
Hui of Jin engaging in illicit relations ( zheng, % ) with Jia-Jun. From both Jia-Jun’s
title and the usage of the character zheng in the Zuo-Zhuan, it can be established that
she was unlikely to have been Shen-Sheng’s consort. In conclusion, Du-Yu’s
interpretation should be regarded as correct.

KEYWORDS: Zuo-Zhuan, Guo-Yu, Yi-Zhou-Shu, Jia-Jun, zheng



