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The Silent Violence:
Connotations of Violence in Chang Tso-chi’s Films

Dominique Ying-Chih Liao
National Chung Hsing University

ABSTRACT

Chang Tso-chi has been regarded as one of the most significant film auteurs with
signature styles in the post-Taiwan New Cinema era. The shared emphasis of Chang’s
film is the symbolic realism on contemporary society through the struggles of gangs
and the marginalized. “Silent violence” is what Chang describes his unique cinematic
style on violence, by which the silent tolerance and persistence of the marginalized are
expressed under multiple social oppression. This essay intends to analyze the narrative
connotations and the cinematic representations of Chang’s “silent violence” by
focusing on Chang’s two films in the 1990s: A4h Chung (1996) and Darkness and Light
(1999). Through investigating how the mélange of cinematic techniques, including
subjective point-of-view shot, shot-countershot, black screen and jump-cuts between
long- and short-distance shots, demonstrates the complex and contrasting visceral
conflicts of the protagonists, this essay suggests the social critiques dominating these
two films are revealed through the oppressed silence in violent scenes. The conclusion
further argues that the jump-cuts and withdrawal style of the violent representations of
Chang Tso-chi, different from the persistent alienation of Taiwan New Cinema,
demonstrate layered psyche of silence in contrast to the vicious society.

Keywords: Chang Tso-chi, Ah Chung, Darkness and Light, Violence, Silent
Violence
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