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Chinese Character Poetics and Contemporary Chinese Poetry:
From Yip Wai-lim to Hsia Yu

LIU Cheng-chung

National Taiwan University

ABSTRACT

This paper focuses on the “discontinued syntax” of Chinese, and explores the
linguistic problems of contemporary poetry. First of all, I review the developmental
context and theoretical patterns of “Chinese Character Poetics,” and I take Yip Wai-
lim’s theoretical system as the core to explore his views and limitations. Secondly, I try
to link the discussion on “word thinking” and “narrativeness” in Mainland China in
recent years, showing the situation of potential confrontation, and then thinking about
how to restart the performance of Chinese characters, including new blood and sound.
Furthermore, taking Taiwanese poet Hsia Yu as an example, I demonstrate how her
progressive performance is based on the grammatical traits of Chinese, thus practicing
a new Chinese character poetics, which makes her still energetic in the post-modern
context. Finally, I use poetry as the core to show how the new Chinese character poetics
changes from the emphasis on the inherent qualities to the ability to accommodate
translation components and dialects, and consider the linguistic situation of
contemporary Chinese poets and their breakthroughs.

Keywords: Chineseness, modernity, materiality, word thinking, narrativeness
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