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Potted Plants, Chop Suey and Dry Landscapes:
“Diaspora/Anti-diaspora” Scenery in the Works of Liu Daren

Chu I-hsien
Tunghai University

ABSTRACT

This paper investigates the anti-diaspora “scenery” in the works of Liu Daren and
illustrates the identity-construction of Chinese intellectuals who moved to Taiwan and
then stayed in the United States after 1945. From 1967 to 2017, Liu published more than
thirty works, which have a consistent theme or motif related to “gardening.” Liu Daren
continues to write about gardens and gardening, whether he is in Taiwan, Africa or the
United States. Interestingly, many of his garden writings have a strong connection with
the “abandoned garden,” which also appears in Lu Xun’s “At the Restaurant” (1924),
with the identity searching and constitution of Chinese intellectuals in facing tremendous
social changes. Starting from Liu’s “Potted plant” (1967), and then to three of his later
works which intertextulized with Lu Xun’s “At the Restaurant,” “Winter scenery”
(1984), “Chatham Square” (1985), and “Follow the heart” (2012). This article argues
that Liu uses the image of “potted plants,” “Chop Suey” and “dry landscapes” to
illustrate his entangled feelings of “diaspora” and *“anti-diaspora” and to establish his
identity as a modern Chinese intellectual who tries to examine his continuing experience
of home-town exile from a bright side. A series of “Potted plant” paintings by Sanyu
between 1950 and 1996 are also discussed in this article.

Keywords: Garden writing, diaspora, anti-diaspora, Sanyu
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