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Table 1
Annual Enrolment of Students (With Their Racial Breakdown) Since
1959 in the University of Malaya

Year Chinese  Malays Indians Ceylonese  Eurasians  Others Grand

Total
1959-60 195 62 41 16 4 4 322
1960-61 376 144 88 36 9 9 653
1961-62 585 217 120 62 14 12 1,010
1962-63 786 274 161 82 16 22 1,341
1963-64 1,041 358 211 75 26 24 1,736
1964-65 1,330 543 211 100 18 23 2,225
1965-66 1,669 721 292 103 24 26 2,835
1966-67 2,034 1,038 329 142 32 28 3,603
1967-68 2,559 1,401 377 159 32 32 4,560
1968-69 3,102 1,825 402 175 39 23 5,566
1969-70 3,532 2,373 516 177 35 39 6,672
1970-71 3,785 3,123 565 191 28 85 7,777
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Abdul Majid Ismail (1971) Report of the Committee Appointed by the National
Operations Council to Study Campus Life of Students of the University Malaya
(Kuala Lumpur: Jabatan Penchetak Kerajaan).

Abu Bakar A. Hamid & K.T. Joseph (eds.) (2009) The University at Pantai Valley
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Revisiting Lembah Pantai during the May 13 Incident:
The Campus Atmosphere and Drastic Institutional Changes as
Remembered by Students and Teachers from the Departments of
English and Chinese Studies

TEOH Hooi See
University of Malaya

ABSTRACT

The May 13 Incident in 1969 was one of the most influential riots in the Malaysian
history and it exerted a profound impact on Malaysian history. It left negative
psychological imprints and internal undertakings that cause complicated and unsettled
misunderstanding on the people of the country. Politicians had turned the incident into
a tool to bargain for political manipulation. Moreover, it induced the emergence of
various incident-directed national structures and it is still one of the most obstinate
compositions until now. We could say that this event changes the political landscape of
Malaysia, facilitates the thorough transformation of the destiny of the people and ethnic
groups on this land, with the addition of being the historical event that forms the current
academic structure in Malaysia. University of Malaya, situated at Lembah Pantai, Kuala
Lumpur, was geographically proximate to the epicentre of the event. The university
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functioned as the highest academic institution of the country. How did the academicians
and students in the university face the event? What and how were the atmosphere at the
university, academic outlook and university system at that time? By utilizing the
memoir writings and literary recollections of the students and teachers from the
Departments of English and Chinese Studies in the University of Malaya such as Ho
Peng Yoke, Wang Shumin, Shirley Geok-lin Lim and Lim Chee Seng, this article
attempts to clarify the internal academic atmospheres and changes of the University of
Malaya between 1962 and 1972 (before and after the event of May, 13).

Keywords: May 13 Incident, The University of Malaya, memoir writings, university
atmosphere, academic system
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